
Environmental Resources Technical Working Group
“ERTWG”

A dive into Biological matters 4/21/2021

(A special thanks to Peter Anderson….)

Today is less about solving issues and more about 
portraying the biology and what sample tools we have 
to help analyze future impacts and opportunities

Intro and history by Tom Bassista, IDFG



IDFG Fishery Research Biologist 2001-2006 
IDWR Stream Channel Protection 2006-2010

IDFG Technical Assistance Program 2010-present



Agenda and flow of todays meeting (4/21/2021)

• Freshet Flow analysis performed by Noah Stewart Noah.Stewart-Maddox@idwr.idaho.gov

• Brief History of MAR environmental concerns thomas.bassista@idfg.idaho.gov

• USFWS, Dave Hopper talk about ESA listed snails dave_hopper@fws.gov

• IDFG, Chris Murphy talk about Cottonwood forests chris.murphy@idfg.idaho.gov

• Idaho Power Company, Ken Lepla talk about White Sturgeon klepla@idahopower.com

• IDFG, Brett High and myself with talk about resident fisheries brett.high@idfg.idaho.gov

• Quick house keeping: time sensitive meeting-lots of topics
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Any thoughts from Noah?



Where have we been?

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjLwO_ZyNPPAhUCLmMKHYIODHcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fpulse%2Fhow-reinvent-wheel-john-kim&psig=AFQjCNFqUKxaIPDoXbu252jHtRJtwZS_7Q&ust=1476303340025789
https://idfg.idaho.gov/




Emphasis is that this was a good starting point but we have more data to bring to the table, as you will here in the talks. 



Flow recommendations 
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Flow recommendations used as WR conditions

Initial permit issued 2014

WR # 21-13144 Permit issued in 2020

Evaluate flow targets in the future, are they realistic?
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Jump from 1999 to 2012 
• IDFG approached by DAG Harriet Hensley (retired)

• Consolidate 1998 IWRB applications 
• Lower Valley 

• Mid Valley 

• Upper Valley  

• Environmental Consultation Committee (Jan. 2013)

ERTWG-today!

https://idfg.idaho.gov/


These water right matters take time….



Concerns generally the same,
But what more do we know about 
these areas?



Resident Fisheries Continued, by Tom Bassista IDFG

• Quick time check

• Focus on fisheries above American Falls Reservoir (mid Valley)

• Briefly touch on resident fisheries 

below American Falls (Magic Valley)
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IDFG Southeast Snake River boundary (Gem Dam to Minidoka NWR)

Carson Watkins
Regional Fisheries Manager



• Sampled in 2020
• 25 sites
• Sample every 3 years

Mid-Valley IDFG Sample locations on Snake River
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Species Number

Brown trout 350

Rainbow trout 200

Rainbow X Cutthroat 8

Hatchery Rainbow trout 80

Cutthroat trout 40
“Trout catch rates are comparable to many other 
rivers and it supports a decent fishery.”

Critical Flow Periods:
Winter (for overwinter juvenile trout habitat) 

Spring (supporting spawning-Yellowstone 
Cutthroat Trout) 

Building a data set for future analysis

Number of trout capture in Snake River (Mid-Valley) 2020
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IDFG Magic Valley Snake River boundary (Minidoka to CJ)

Mike Peterson
Regional Fisheries Manager



Magic Valley Resident Fisheries (IDFG sampling)
• Periodic Sampling done in Milner Reservoir and Lake Walcott 

• Milner-Smallmouth Bass size structure
• Walcott Rainbow Trout exploitation and angler use 

• Milner-good Smallmouth & Channel Catfish stocked 
• Walcott-popular Smallmouth and Rainbow Trout fisheries

• Lower reservoir winter levels impact fisheries
• Canal entrainment largely unknown

Opportunities related to MAR:
• Increase water levels in Murtaugh and Wilson Lakes?
• Increase spring discharge-good for Snake River fishery and invertebrates

• Note: Added an additional Regional Fisheries Biologist

© Joseph R. Tomelleri.



Discussion, Next Steps and Adjourn

• Time Check

• Flows at Milner-future discussion

• Closer look at Resident Fisheries Resources 

in Lower Valley-where can recharge help?

• Other topics of interest for future meetings?
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